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Given the colossal consequences of
international conflicts, it is no surprise
that the EU has sought to strengthen its
capabilities to prevent and respond to
conflicts in recent years. Yet, despite its
political and rhetorical commitment, the
EU’s record so far in this field has not been
too impressive. While (a lack of) political
will can explain some of the EU’s policy
failures, inadequate or insufficient
capabilities continue to undermine EU
conflict prevention and peacebuilding.
The EU-CIVCAP project: Preventing and
Responding to Conflict: Developing
Civilian Capabilities for a Sustainable
Peace will provide a comprehensive,
comparative
and
multidisciplinary
analysis of the EU’s capabilities in conflict
prevention and peacebuilding, in order to
identify shortfalls. The project has three
core objectives:
1) To assess EU civilian capabilities for
external
conflict
prevention
and
peacebuilding. The project will evaluate
the EU’s record to date and compare it to
that of its Member States and other
international actors (UN, OSCE) and
assess the scope for coordination. EUCIVCAP will gain important analytical
insights by evaluating the EU’s
engagement in two key regions: the
Western Balkans and the Horn of Africa.

2) To identify and document best
practices and lessons learned in EU
conflict prevention and peacebuilding.
3) To enhance future policy practice and
research into EU conflict prevention and
peacebuilding.
EU-CIVCAP is led by the Global
Insecurities Centre (GIC) in the School of
Sociology, Politics and International
Studies (SPAIS) at the University of Bristol,
by
the
principle
investigator,
Dr Ana E. Juncos (cited below).
The consortium comprises ten institutions
in eight different countries in Europe.
These include the University of Maastricht
(Netherlands),
Roskilde
University
(Denmark), Aberdeen University (UK), the
Istituto Affari Internazionali (Italy), CEPS
(Belgium), the EU Satellite Centre (Spain),
the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office
(Belgium), Belgrade Centre for Security
Policy (Serbia) and Transparency
Solutions (UK).
This three-year €1,714,976 project is
funded as part of the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 programme. Horizon 2020
is the biggest-ever EU Research and
Innovation programme with nearly €80
billion of funding available over seven
years (2014 to 2020).

“We’ve hit the ground running with this project.
As you can see from the long list of Deliverables
we’ve achieved in a little under three months,
the project is very much established already.
We will now turn our attention to the core
research of the project, starting with the
conceptual and theoretical framework, before
the fieldwork stage later this year. Thank you to
all Partners for their hard work, which has
enabled us to move so quickly in these vital initial
stages.”
Consortium Coordinator: Dr Ana E. Juncos
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Website and Social Media

EU-CIVCAP Twitter account

The EU-CIVCAP website was launched on
23 January 2016, and will serve as the
main information source for anyone −
members of EU institutions, policymakers, the public, the scientific
community, the press, the private
sector and other academics – wishing to
learn more about the project and
monitor its progress.

In order to make the project interactive,
website visitors can post comments on a
dedicated page, after moderation by the
Project Officer.
The project also has social media
accounts
on
Twitter
(https://twitter.com/eucivcap)
and
Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/eucivcap).

At: http://www.eu-civcap.net/ you can
find information about the project’s
objectives, work packages, consortium
members, the project team, advisory
board and expert network.
EU-CIVCAP Facebook account

Expert Network

EU-CIVCAP Expert Network

The EU-CIVCAP Expert Network has now
been launched to bring together
academics and practitioners from across
the spectrum of peacebuilding research
and practice.

Each month a member of the Expert
Network will be appointed Expert of the
Month and will publish a blog article on
a peacebuilding-related topic of their
choice. They will also be contactable via
a form for the duration of their tenure.

Learning in Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding
The paper argues that learning is a
central concept in the development of
the EU’s peacebuilding efforts; it also
makes the focus of the EU-CIVCAP
research project a distinctive one. To
help organise our work on this aspect of
the project, the paper offers a definition
and
conceptual
framework
for
integrating
experiential
learning
processes into various EU-CIVCAP
research outputs. It also attempts to
combine our analysis of the ‘EU policy
process’ with a ‘conflict life-cycle’
analysis regarding the development of
the EU’s learning culture in this domain.

Prof Michael E. Smith

Michael E. Smith (University of
Aberdeen) has drafted a paper on
‘Institutional Learning and Lessons
Identified in EU Civilian Conflict
Prevention: A Framework for Analysis’.

EU-CIVCAP Working Paper: Lessons Identified
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Events

EU-CIVCAP Opening Event, Dec 2015:
Dame Rosalind Marsden (left);
Prof Tim Edmunds (right).

Future events

Past events

On 11 May 2016: The first Conflict
Prevention and Peacebuilding Policy
Forum of the EU-CIVCAP project will be
held at CEPS (the Centre for European
Policy Studies) during a lunchtime
seminar. The forum will engage
academics,
policyand
other
stakeholders in discussions about
current
developments.
Particular
findings drawn from the ongoing project
research are tested at these events. The
seminars will be open to the public and
engage a wider audience in constructive
debate about EU policy.

On 11 December 2015: The kick-off
event of Preventing and responding to
conflict:
developing
EU
CIVilian
CAPabilities for a sustainable peace (EUCIVCAP) took place at University of
Bristol. For the programme see:
http://www.eu-civcap.net/events/
On 11 December 2015: Members of the
EU-CIVCAP consortium held the first the
Executive Board meeting at the
University of Bristol.

In May 2016: Executive Board Meeting,
Brussels.
In September 2016: Conflict Prevention
and Peacebuilding Forum, Brussels.
In October 2016: ‘Research meets policy’
seminar, Brussels.

Advisory Board member, Dame Rosalind
Marsden, speaking at the EU-CIVCAP
Opening Event in Dec 2015.

In November 2016: Workshop on
Technologies, Procedures and Personnel
in Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding,
Rome.

Publications
New blog: The first EU-CIVCAP blog
article from a member of the Expert
Network has been published. David J.
Galbreath, Professor of International
Security at the University of Bath and the
present EU-CIVCAP Expert of the Month,
published an article entitled, “The Death
of the Helsinki Moment. Long Live
Helsinki.”

Please click on the title of the blog
article to view the article. You are
invited to post comments below the
article, or to contact David J. Galbreath
directly by clicking here.

EU-CIVCAP Blog Article: “The Death of the
Helsinki Moment. Long Live Helsinki.” by Prof
David J. Galbreath, published Feb 2016.

3

Newsletter 1

News from the Partners
Appointments: EU-CIVCAP consortium
member Hylke Dijkstra was appointed
Editor-in-Chief of Contemporary Security
Policy:
(www.contemporarysecuritypolicy.org).

New publications: Hylke Dijkstra’s new
book International Organizations and
Military Affairs (Routledge, 2016), is
available as an eBook and will follow in
hardcover later this month.
For more information please go to:
https://www.routledge.com/
products/9781138195882.

Dr Hylke Dijkstra

Contact us
Website: http://www.eu-civcap.net/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eucivcap

Email: eu-civcap@bristol.ac.uk

Twitter: https://twitter.com/eucivcap

Horizon 2020 funded
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research
and innovation programme under grant agreement no.: 653227. The content reflects
only the authors’ views, and the European Commission is not responsible for any use
that may be made of the information it contains.
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EU-CIVCAP Partners
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